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A zine about the social selfie and the fact that you can NEVER lose the
data you‘willingly put online to social media, and the impacts of it.

Despite the name, the selfie is really about social groups and communications within those
groups. The majority of these pictures are taken by young women, mostly teenagers, and
are largely infended to be seen by their friends. In an analysis for the website SelfieCity,
media scholar Lev Manovich has shown that — worldwide — women take the majority of
selfies, sometimes by overwhelming margins, as in Moscow where women take 82 percent
of all selfies (SelfieCity). They are then shared in sociolv circles that are likely to be mostly

women, regardless of sexual orientation.
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As fashion critics have
long asserted, (straight) women
dress as much for each other as
for men and the same can be said
of the selfie. Some have suggested
that the premium on attractiveness
indicates that the selfie is sfill subject
to the male gdze. Sociology professor

As the Ben Agger has claimed in media

format rose to

interviews that the selfie is the male
prominence, there gaze gone viral, part of what he

was certainly a calls ‘the dating and mating game’.

moral panic in the media But trends for #uglyselfies and to

about selfies (Agger 2012). show non-conventional selfies are

A typical comment by CNN equally apparent. By the nature of

commentator Roy Peter Clark e e, Sy S (e Gl

declared: ‘Maybe the connotation of el Sz ClvEn el oy o)

selfie should be selfish: self-absorbed, the total selfie production. and even

narcissistic, the center of our own then needs argood deal of extra

universe, a hall of mirrors in which each information to be confident as fo

reflection is our own’. 12) In Esquire, what s being seen.

novelist Stephen Marche went a'step

further, claiming: ‘The selfie is the
masturbation of self-image, and | mean
that entirely as a compliment. It gives

control. It gives release’.
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13) These metaphors are slightly
convoluted. Narcissus spent his

life looking at himself but he did
not release a copy of his image

7 | for others to look at. Selfies are,

like them or noft, all about sharing.

Many celebrity selfies, like the
naked photograph sent out by
journalist Geraldo Rivera, have
been greeted with scorn. At a
private level, a selfie might be
liked by some friends but disliked
or even satirized by others. This is

not masturbation. It's an invitation to others to like or dislike

what you have made and to participate in a visual conversation.
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Something is happening he

as the numbers suggest. In
Britain alone, 35 million se/fes
were being posted to the
Infernet each month by 2013.
By mid-2014, Google claimed
that 93 million se/Zeswere being
posted worldwide every day,
over 30 billion a year. In her
analysis of the photographs

on SelfieCity, media scholar
Elizabeth Losh found four
fechnical commonalities. First,
these pictures are all taken from
close distance. You could use a
remote but people choose not
fo do so: the close-up is part of

what makes a se/fe.

he se/fie shows that our bodies
ave become incorporated
to the digital network and
eracting with it. To use
. bte or timer would be to
i ce a distance between
f d the network.
As Q14 he device that
takes e/Z2is offen visible
in the ch mirroring is
relatively rg ng and
fraditional e hy but is
not felt to be int in a se/fe.
By the same tokd bffen
use filters like those pr|
Instagram that are ng
by the photographer.
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Even in professional contexts,
the settings on the Leica camera
determined the appearance

of classic photojournalism,
generating a sharp focus in

the foreground and a blurry
background. By the same token,
the rich colour and depth of
field of the current Canon G
series has set the visual ferms

for ‘prosumer’ photography.
The selfie is different by virtue

of scale. When Duchamp
played with machine vision, it
was known to a tiny circle of his
associates. The machine vision
of the iPhone was used by 500
million people as of March 2014,
according to Apple, with a
million new phones being sold

every three days.

There are really two kinds of
‘selfie’ in terms of content.

One is a performance for your
digital circle. A celebrity selfie,
like those of Kim Kardashian,

is infended to maintain and
extend the celebrity of its
subject. The celebrity selfie is a
continuation of the film still and
advertising shot that pretends to
be the work of its star. Just as no
one who receives a mass email
from ‘Barack Obama’ assumes
that the President actually wrote
it, the celebrity has not posed at
random. Both have undoubtedly
some oversight role in the
product but it is a confrolled
form of performance. Far more
common, although invisible to
those not directly involved, is
the selfie as digital conversation,

shared via apps like Snapchat.
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There are many warnings that the Internet
archives material for ever and so assilly, stoned

or sexual photograph posted to Facebook could
cost you a scholarship or a job. Although the

few documented instances seem to show that
people are mostly fired for writing disparaging
things about their current job, one poll in 2013
reported that 10 percent of 1624 year olds
claimed to have lost a job because of things they

posted online. As a result, many have shifted to
using apps like Snapchat for photographs so that
Internet users cannot find them once they have
been deleted. Once you open a ‘snap’, you have

ten seconds to look at it before it automatically deletes itself. ‘Snap’ use rose from 200 million ‘Snap’ use




11 THE PHYSICAL DIGITAL //

11 THE PHYSICAL OIGITAL //

11 HLI9I0 H3ISAHd 3HL /]

11 THE PHYSICAL OIGITAL //

11 HLI9I0 H3ISAHd 3HL 7/

11 511910 H3ISAHd 3HL 7/



= @&
|t &
A N\a N -
AN N -
=™
~— e

— Tl 4
o’ & &
> O Y 4
- d A 4
el &” 4
abel & J

A\\\ N | Do N o ) <t of

A \\g=\V / =1 A
AN AV ] f 5 )
AAN A V 4 ol »
A\ AV/{ T
A\ -V 4 ol » )

L= = 7 AN— \\ N
LS F—V A U \ § \
LS M7V AN \\ N
LS =7 AT \\ \
LY =T AT \\ \
LS =T AT \) N

J L9~
o )<t ol
e ) <t ad
V OR e P~ ad
VP V-

=
-b N
-b N\
= TN\ N
BN\ \ N
= B\ \N



€CTUMYRNHEDY
PNEBBONMNELIY

E
)

g i N
S
0 KN









